A Very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 
To all our Friends and Members 
From 


The LE-HI-HO 
PO. Bax.1003 Moravian Station 
BethLehem, Pa. 18018 
Telephone (215) 691-6121 
Joseph W. Burns, Editor December, 1970 
Statements made herein are the personal opinions of the respective 
writers and should not be construed as the consensus of Le-Hi-Ho's 
full membership— 





NO DECEMBER MEETING 

The regular monthly meeting of Le-Hi-Ho, previously announced as 
scheduled for December 27** has been cancelled, according to Henry S., 
Chairman of the Planning Committee. However, on Friday, Dec. 18 at 
8:00 P.M., at the Unitarian Church in Fountain Hill, Le-Hi-Ho will 
present a program featuring the same persons who were to have been 
the program on the 27% The Student Homophile League of Lehigh 
University and the congregations of the Unitarian Church of the 
Lehigh Valley and the Bucks-Mont (Bucks & Montgomery County) Unit- 
arian Church have also been invited. 

Ursula Brown and Georgia Dow will return from New York City for 
an informal evening with these groups. These girls have captivated 
several audiences in the area with their personable presentation of 
the homophile point of view. Originally from California, they have 
a well rounded depth born of travel, experience and education. We 
hope that as meny of our members as possible will attend this very 
promising evening. 

As these girls are traveling, they do plan to stay overnight 
and Le-Hi-Ho is soliciting a host or hostess for these girls on 
that evening. Please phone the office at 69]-6121 if you are willing 
to put them up for the night. 

The January meeting of Le-Hi-Ho will be held at the Unitarian 
Church on January 24%, Dr. Karnan, minister of the Lehigh Valley 
Church will present the program. He has had past experience with 
the homophile movement, specifically with the Gay Liberation Move- 
ment in Chicago. 


IMPORTANT NOTICES 

The November newsletter printed an incorrect address for G.R.O.W.S. 
and a wrong location for the Rev. Robert Clement's program of Nov.20. 
A limited mailing was sent to members and friends in the area in an 
effort to correct this error. For distant members, friends, and other 
homophile organizations, however, it is important to note that the 
correct address for G.R.O.W.S. is as follows: P.O. Box 5027, Station 
A, Wilkes Barre, Pa. 18/710. 

We apologize for the errors and sincerely hope that no inconven- 
ience has been suffered because of them, 


Also due to human error, the telephone answering equipment was not 
in proper service between the hours of 11:00 P.M., Thursday, Dec, 3rd. 


and 4:00 P.M., Saturday, Dec. 5%, Persons calling during these hours _ 
were. answered by the answering device, but the messages they presuma ” 
bly. left wére not recorded. As an unusual amount of tape had been run, 

it is feared that important messages were lost. Thus, we request that. 
any person who knows he called during these hours and has received no. 
response to his message please call again. The device is now in 
proper operation, and will take messages when the office is not other! 
wise manned. Remember, Dec. 20% is the deadline for party reservations. 
Send yours today! And don't forget your room at the Coral Reef. 


OF THINGS PASSED’ : 

The November’ meeting of Le- Hi- Ho convened at conFount, 1130 Walnut 
Street, Allentown on November 22nd 66° 2700 Psi BL Brecon persons were 
present... Garth Watkins presided. 

The By-Laws Committee “indicated that bhe aniemiond inhernenkatlion ‘of 
legal age would set the age requirement for membership at eighteen 
and that other eee of -— constitution are undergoing Proposed 
revisions. : ; 

Under old bee inoes »: it was «announced that the Christopher Street 
1971 Planning Committee meeting is scheduled for December 13t* in New 
York, The New York Committee is asking for a $25 donation. from par- 
ticipating groups. A'Le-Hi-=Ho Committee was named under the chairman- 
ship of Philip Knisley to represent Le-Hi-Ho and to plan our partici+« 
pation in the march. Frederick Reed and Joseph W.Burns wate. serve. as. 
members of the committee. em 
No new business was introduced. 

Ron announced that four students from Lehigh University had. met 

with a Dean about establishing a Student Homophile League , and that - 
these four were present at our meeting. M3 
Also, it was announced that the House of David and Johnathan, a 
synagogue primarily for homosexuals, has been meeting in New York. For 
more information on this, contact Bill James, Director of G. Ry O.W.S.. 

Following ‘a new order of business designed to reduce the. time de- 
voted .to business, ‘the meeting adjourned at 22:45.: A pogtes was pre- 
sented by members of Confront. 

The program for. November 23 was Seuvehtbed by: Nick G. and John M.; 

. leaders’: im’ CONFRONT, who tried to explain the essential nature and.: 

- puropses of CONFRONT. They defined, CONFRONT as primarily a -non- 
residential’ rehabilitaticn center for pre-addictive drug users. The 
spectrum of problems dealt with, however, runs the gamut of drug 
types, drinking problems (Alcohol is considered a drug), mental 
problems with sex, and even includes people with no drug experience. 
The common denominator among these people is that they are engaged in 
"negative acting out behavior", that is, that through resentment of 
parents, society, or themselves, they have conceived behavior which 
ythey find personally harmful, such as the use of drugs, abusive 
drinking, and mental hang-ups. The problem for CONFRONT is to-help- 
these people "get together" as full human beings who no longer need 
such’ defensive-crutch behavior in the struggle for living, se -presum- 
oy "together with; more constructive behavior. | ‘ 

Noting the number of small "group rooms" scattered over the: premi- 
‘sis, ‘Nick explained that these are where small groups of persons (less 


than a dozen gather for dynamic group sessions which are the basic. 
technique used by Confront for rehabilitation. While the nature of . 
these sessions is more complex and flexible than these.words,,,.they may 
ne described as encounter groups, sensitivity.groups,. and. somewhat less 
accurately as group therapy. Participants attend | several types each 
week. . r 
Those in the programs are generally young people creey feel "fucked up" 
enough to make the initial contact with CONFRONT. They are asked to’ 
come in for a pre-interview, and told to "hang around" the Confront 
building for’several weeks, becoming familiar with the building and | 
doing odd jobs about ‘the place. (All maintenance is-done by people’ in™ 
Confront.) If they "stick", a staff interview at the end ofthis time. 
- determined’ if. they will begin progress ‘through the Confront»program. .. . 
At present there are forty-two people in the program at Allentown, » 
another twenty in the office at Reading, and at least seven in the 
outreach offices in Bethlehem and Stroudsburg. In all,. ten. people “—_ 
have completed the Confront program - a good accounting considering’ the 
short year and a half the program.has been in existence. Sixty-seven 
percent, of those making the initial. contact remain .in the el a and 
.even,of the” thirty-three percent; who. "eplit®, half” return. — in 
Historically, Confront feels they. have come a long‘ way (in. Weveral 
senses). ‘Before’ 1957, very.little was done for the heroin addict.; Then 
Chuck Deitrich,’:an AA member on the West Coast, began Synanon with es- 
pecially these in mind. This became Day Top Village on Long Island, 
and this movement in turn spawned Encounter in New York, the first © 
organization for the growing problem of pre-addictive drug users. It. 
was at Encounter that 5 members of Confront first became acquainted ~ 
with the techniques now used. Latér, after some sixteen sessions on > 
their own, Confront turned to. Dodenzia House in Philadelphia which 
provided another eight weeks of training (actually it was practice as 
the field of dynamic grouping is young enough not to have teachers). 
_ | Confront has moved from Nick's apartment, through several shelter- 
ing ‘organizations, to their own fine building. They have grown from a 
‘handful to the many now engaged. And they triumphed-in their darkest 
hour when this obscure little group was notorized by the mass arrest 
'-of ‘twenty-two members on charges of distrubing the peace, obscenity, 
eté, From the resulting publicity, the public, aroused.to. the drug 
problem, began. their support. Now the medical profession sits on the 
sConfront Board, psychiatrists form an Advisory Board,: and it is these 
latter who turn to Confront for help more often than the reverse. 
Yet Confront continues under strong police suspicion. Against this, 

__. they have unbreakable rules against drugs or chemicals on the premisis, 
strong rules against viclence or even the threat of it, And they: 


- insist that every person in the program be working somewhere or “going 


to. school soon after enrollment, if not before. 

Of great interest to us, however,’ was their talk of. one group com- 
posed mostly of homosexuals. They had found that some gay people have 
quite a hang-up about their homosexuality. Confront tried to help. We 


~ hope they did. But more hopefully, we wish that Le-Hi-Ho would. "Set- 
"together" enough. to feel as competent to try to help homosexuals as 


"goals 


Canrrene obviously feels. This effort should be, in fact, our primary 


(a, Note: Weare very -hatey to welcome a new ’ colummist to thewe 
pages. The author is a young man who, for reasons we must respect, 

will remain anonymous, and who is engaged in agonizing confrontation 
with his homosexuality. In writing here, he hopes first to help him- 


“self, and second to give voice to those other young people. so engaged. 
Scintilla means, he tells us in an sdobeocucheny letter to the editor, 
Fl Wg: brief and faint sparks " i? baat a 


SCINTILLA: Béginitiies a, : | | 

I have been aware of my gayness, sometimes vital sometimes 
Ss since before I knew that there were differences in the 
cultural definitions of loving one's own sex and loving the other. 

As a boy I. often participated and aften initiated the immature sexual 
experimentations. And I was pleased by the sensations, that I could 
give satisfaction and gain the same by being with members of my own sex, 
As I grew older and became more "socialized", I was confronted by. the 
problem of accommodating myself to the American culture that is oriented 
not only to the heterosexual but against the homosexual. It is a con- 
frontation that has not yet been resolved. | , 

-° There was a period ‘of my. recent history when I tried "running away", 
abandoning the straight world and burying myself solely in the realm 

of those who were like myself. But I had misinterpreted my own moti- 
vations, I discovered after a brief and painful time that I could:not 
exist in a purist society. Rather than submit myself to the torture 
_of the straight world I began using drugs, attempting to find a place in 
still another sub-culture. .And as all the realities that kept me sane 
began to swim about and me! '£ in my mind, my despair and depression | 
became absolute. My last attempt at drugs was an LSD trip. I was alone 
in a darkened room, lying on a cot, staring at the walls. My mind en- 
visioned a mass of humanity in seething turmoil, Dante's EEE and 

I can still hear them screaming, eternally screaming. 

Again I ran, back to the sanctity of my family. I am hiding myself 
in a culture of my own creation. I leave it only to maintain some 
economic stability, so I won't be too much of a burden to my loved ones. 
No one close to me knows my torment. I find I am still able to lie, 
to fool. I can function briefly in whatever world, straight or gay, 
that presents itself to me. But afterwards I hurry back to my room to 
try to regain some sort of stability. Now even wnreality is defeating 
me, 

My basic weakness is cowardice. I am afraid to expose. myself for 
what I am, and for what I am not. There are only two courses left to 
me. I can kill myself and perhaps place myself in a new, unknown, and 
possibly more horrible jeopardy. Or I can stand my ground and fight 
back. Suicide shows a strength of cowardice and determinatiion that I 
-am not: up to. . I have but: one recourse left. I must face that first. 
ayeaa: to alienate-me,* the straight world, and inform them of. what they 
have done to..me, what.they.are doing to me. I must declare my right 
to. freedom... I must work.to end their. discrimination and oppression, not 
_ only. for me, but for my brothers and sisters as well. 

- T have decided, whatever that is worth. I will add my rather weak 
voice to the others crying out against injustice. I can see only two 
possible outcomes: equality, or a purge that will bring 1984 down 
ae our ears, (Overstatement? Look at the Jews - WW2, and Vietnam 
now, | | Ps | 

.. We live ina incurs” world. Perhaps we can make it a little 
less so. | e ¥ _ | 


Clerk, to a little boy at ‘ona counter: "And why do you insist on 
only little b oy baby candies?" 
Little Boy: "Because you get just a little pit more candy. " 


Some members of Le-Hi-Ho and G.R.O.W. had the pplendid Opportunity 
on the evening of Saturday, November 21, 1970 of hearing Father . 
Clement of the American Orthodox Church’ speak at the SOGAL Reef in 
taunec evi114, Pa. - 

Father, Clement has long hair (not too Sonat! atid ce oe shee 
too big). I cannot say that I like or agree with the hair or ‘mustache 


.¥ postures of today's males. However, after hearing Father Clement I 


must honestly admit that I am leaning towards those so- -called 
i gmake 

Father. Clement's religion is a sacramental one. However, whether 
or not you agree with sacramentalism he is a resounding example of 
what our mevement needs to keep its sanity and dedication to our 
goals. No one who would hear Father Clement could help being’ inspired 
-in the great need for all our dedication to the "cause". He is an 
extremely intelligent and articulate man who ‘has’no illusions about: 


<i the: magnitude or difficulty of our cause, but who has infinite 


patience.and: dedication to it. 
Father Clement's example should inspire all of us for’ more dedic- 


“ation and effort to persist. We often become discouraged and maybe | 


“despondent about where we are going: and what we are doing. in 
Le-Hi-Ha. How else can we explain the lack of volunteers for action 
.in our various committees and plans, .or attendance at meetings? Lt. 
am sure when Father Clement lights his altar candles he thinks, "It 
is better to light one candle than to" ‘curse the. DGENMaSS 5°. ‘ # 
- = AT P's Se 


(Ed. Note: We regret that. we are. unable to report Father Clement's 
program as he undoubtedly deserves. to have it reported, We were not 
able to be there. Hank's latter, therefor, is especially timely.) 


mm LIBRARY. TABLE 
Bs xual _in Ve" rsion...continuing the review by Duncan Wrights | 


- “In. dealing with the four remaining articles of the section on the 
social. Sciences in Judd Marinor ' S book, we will essentially — two 
cural hasecte of: Wencvstonliey™, ee a ‘complex: and. cogent ° de gument™ 

“for considering homosexuality. in the. broad. context of cultural envir- 
-onment aswell. as the personal. dynamics of given homosexuals. The oth- 
er article "A Note on Male Homosexuality & the Role of Women in Ancient 
Greece," argues that the deterioration of the status of women from a 
relatively elevated position in the Homeric period to a much lower 
status in the later days of’ Plato was matched by a corresponding rise 
in homoeroticism. Thus the status of women was a contributing factor 


‘; to. Greek homoeroticism, and as such gemgnst rates the a aera of 


social factors in considering homosexuality. 

Of the authors who interest us most, we turn‘ first..to’ Thotiag Si 
Szasz, head of the Department of Psvohiatry at N.Y.U. and author of 
several books criticizing the psychiatric profession for the use of 
powers beyond its scope and/or properly belonging to other authority 


such as the Law. In "Legal and Moral Aspects of Homosexuality", we 
meet some of the incisive logic and rhetoric aLee has made Szasz: a 
favorite with homophile leaders. te 

"Ever since the Freudian revolution", says Szasz * ond gibuatatis | 
since. the Second World War, it has been intellectually fashionable to 
hoe! homosexuality is neither a sin nor a crime but’a aa ae 

NT believe LE is very. likely that homosexuality is, -: indeed,.. ay. -=- 
disease.,,Nevertheless, if we believe that, by catagorizing lames 
uality as a disease we have suceeded in removing it,from the realm of 
moral judgement, we are in error. I make this claim not only because 
the concept of disease itself involves. a value judgement, distin- 
quishing- some states of bodily and mental functions. from others, but 
also because every society attaches certain additional value judge+~ 
ments. of both a legal and moral sort to particular dis edses.* “ ae 
ancient times, for example, epilepsy was considered a holy’ disease, 
and today venereal diseases are considered very unholy indeed, 

"It is a social-psychological fact that, in our society as in most 
contemporary ueehSe POCLeL Es, homosexuality is. neither Legally nor. 
morally neutral. ae ast 

After a ceed review of ‘the laws oasine homosexual aanigiiy, 
szasz lists four conclusions these laws obviate. First, male homosex- 
uality is a crime because it is nunatural, as are many acts included 
under the heading of "acts against nature". Third, the homosexual is” 
treated as a special class, illustrated by the "Blue Discharges" 
issued by the military during Worid War Two. (Ed. note: These dis- |... 
charges were neither honorable nor dishonorable, but were .the basis — 
of excluding homosexuals from any of the rights due honorable ~ F 
discharge.) Fourth, the homosexual is Menbal ly ill and may be subjec- 
ted to involuntary hospitalization for indeterminate lengths: of 
time in addition to, or in lieu of, other punishments. "Although ‘such 
persons are rarely committed merely because of their sexual conduct, - 
this fact,does not alter the ‘intent ‘of the Legislation: or its’ potent 
ial~threat." eget dak ail Wage te 

"There can be little doubt ehait present Legislation on this subject 
is; to say the least, utterly irrational. | pee 

‘Antihomosexual legislation is an attempt to regulate personal 
morality by criminal sanctions. If such legislation were limited to 
the control of homosexual prostitution or the corruption of minors, 
it could be argued that its aim was to: protect society from: cettain 
kinds of harm. But when the Law. defines. as criminal all homosexual 
contact between consenting adults, it becomes clear’ that its aim is 
no longer social but moral. Antihomosexual legislation thwis“reflects 
deep-seated abhorrence and condemnation of homosexual practices." 

Szasz thinks that that society is hostile to homosexuals less. 
because of their actual behavior than because of’ the symbolism of 
their'behavior. "He makes the heterosexual fear not only that he. too, 
may be homosexual but also that heterosexuality may not be as much. 
'fun' as it has been made out to be. Many people behave as if sexual: . 
satisfaction were one of their main interests in life. If th’value: °« 
of their favotite. game is undermined, they may lose interest. LY LEY 
and then what will they do. Se oe 

"The Christian religions and. (classical) Reena sanheets jong 


tp 
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‘credence to a parochial obsession with’sex.: It i's implicit’ in. their 
: orientation to human conduct that sexuality is: one’of the: most” impor- 


ven and interesting facets.of life,, But,issat?. 26: 

_ Szasz thus asks: By what right ‘do psychiatrists sit -in 1 jddgemetit 
on ‘homosexuals, able to subject them to involuntary confinement in” 
treatment or in actual institutions? By what right does the law ask 
psychiatrists: to perform this function of inflicting punishment? . 

And we ask, is: not some of the attitudes of psychiatrists. toward 


“homosexuals a reflection. of ‘legal aes moze” attitudes, and vice: versa 


As seems inevitable in homophile: studies, we come to that. section 
kriown as "Historical. and Mythological Aspects of Homosexuality", by 


““Gordon’ Rattray Taylor, Nearly all books on the: ‘subject of homosexual - 
ity’eontain Someireference. to history..--Yet, -as. Taylor points out, 


"The materials necessary ‘for an exhaustive hi storical study of homo= 
sexuality do not exist. Even.in the culture. for which we have more: 
HLS COE oRb material than any other - Europe in.the:last thousand years 
they are inadequate, Legal and ecclesiastical prohibitions of such 
behavior caused homosexuals to conceal’ their activities as a rule,. 
while the polemics of the moralists tended, we may, be sure, to exagger=- 
ate the actual state of affairs."  —( © °° | 
We will bypass the raw material of ‘gelidlacelits Taylox has painstak- 


ingly presented on recent historical periods and concentrate on his... 
“theses connected with early civilization and religions. 


Sex in ancient times was an important part of religion. It was) 
regarded as symbolic of the gemerative forces which brought forth and 
sustained life on the earth, and thus became. : a ceremonies :such as — 
the Saturnalia, and became’ in the minds. Of, the. participants, a relig- 
ious experience devoid of the ‘immorality attriputed. to it bi later 


_ writers, 


Thus what has been deséttned as homosexual oEOstit cCution in ‘compe. 
worship was. actually. religious: intercourse with the priestly repre- 


“sentative of the deity, which in such cases of alleged homosexuality, 


was a man who had assumed the: special:status of serving the gods as 


-actransvestite priest(ess) - a fully honorable role comparable to the 


role of shamans among other peoples...) 
‘Taylor further asserts that where the ‘hice deities were women, in’ 


‘incest was regarded as the gravest sin while homosexuality was aiinteees 


mentioned;: and where the chief deities were male, crimes against 
chastity were the gravest sins and homosexuality. was. tabooed, Most 
civilizations then worshipped female figures. . 

The fact that the Hebrews before the rise of -Jahwah, or Jehovah, 
worship also made homage to females is quite important. "Sexual activ- 
ity prior to marriage was unrestricted in pre-Zxilic times. ‘The only . 
sexual injunction in the Ten Commandments is. that against adultery. wi 

"By the same token, sodomy was not a crime except ‘when committed as 
part of thw worship of non-Jewish gods. As we can see from Genesis 
XIX. 5 and Judges XIX. 22, it was regarded.as a natural, if rather- 
vulgar, form of debauchery, It was the.. obliga =loantosprotedct strangers: 
that impelled Lot to offer his daughters to the men of Sodom.: The | 
ban in. Deuteronomy XXIII. 17 refers only to the religious form, and 
the word vee translated as "sodomite" in the King James version 
of the, Bible, means a priest concerned with temple. prositution. Sim- 
Llerly, many references to "harlots": ROE LEY. refer to. the. DEROREGSSEE:: 
of the rival cult. | ce ag 

D. W. 


Next Months The  Peyeliolnetoal View, Part One 


